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MEMORANDUM FUR THE RECORD ' : ]

SUBJECT: Rgl ationas with »lanolo RAY and *he MRP

i —For background see my memorandum of 12 May 1961, feporting on
my long sossion with hianolo RAY, Rogalio CISNEROS {Eugenio) and. Ernesto
BI.-_TANCOUPI‘. As will be noted in that mersorandum, -Manolo promiud to. -
come up with a prospectus within approxiniately ten’ Qnyn ume. aftar con~ e T
uutlng with his load»rt tn Cuba. - ‘

2. On} June 1961 Mr. Earncs called me 10 say Lhat Mr, Goodw{n had
vbeon visited by Mr. Ernesto BETANCCURT who asked for lnunedmlc ‘{inanclal
support for certatn activities of the MRP which would run around $1%, L0
dollars. Mr. Barnes asked mo'to contict BETANCOURT for the purpose of
ascertaining what the funda were to be used for, exactly how miuch nzeded, etc,
1 called BECANCGURT and he toid me that ] should get thesa’'details from
"CISNEROS {Eugenio), who was axaylng at room 549 at tha Washington Hotal.

i cailed Eugenio end made a data for me and Ray DuBola (Ray Adams is the
naine he utes with Ray and Cisneros) to call upen him. We callad on CISNEROS
at approximately 1835 haurs 1 June, and he inforrnad us that he had urgent

need for pesoa {or use in support of his sadboiage snd underground asiiviiiss

tn Cuba., Ha sald his people wero absolutely without funds, needed monay for
living expences transportaiion purchass of sabotage equipment, alr fares for
courie~s, and for assisting Deopls to yei out of prison. He zaid that it was

now poabiulc ior peopiu to buy thelr way out of prison by bribing one of the
‘many “communist’ lawyeras and judges. He thought tha 4v, L00 or 50, (uo

would meet tmmediate needs and that some sort of arran'vemem should be madae

to receive funds - 3i, €20 monthly or mercabouts - on a {ircd and permanent ’

basla,

3. We madano goxnxnitr*\em 10 Eugenio other than to say .ha; wa would

pasa hia plea alonz to the inierested deopie. 1 reminded him that we had asked

| him and pMiaznolo to presare 2 plan for consideration and that we were still
waiting for that plan. I said I personally doubted that anything could be done
uniil the plaa was racaived from RAY. He eaid }ianolo was planning to come to
Washington on the afterncon of 2 June with the plan, but that he himself was
having to return o Miami xmmedmxe\y and it was vital he be able i0 take the

money with biuni, srrange in oiland {ur gualilass cfthe posus (et rato nf t N1 -
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money already {n Cuba - dollars would be deifvered 10 owners of the pesos who
- are in Miaml). 1told'hin | would call hiir, in the ’mornlng to let him know how

- things-stood.

4. '1 'd‘ucub.uad'our meeting with CISNEROS with Tracy Barnes on _;ho‘
moraiag of « Jun‘_é.. It was 'rr'ac'y'o-oplnlon', in which ! heartily concur, that
} | : ' oever unti] we have had a chance to examine

ba, policy-wise and otherwise, 10 a decision to assist the MRP
unilaterally; that is,. outside the Council and presumably without MIRO's

" knowledge or consent. ‘Since RAY has withdrawn his group frow the Council
with a great deal of fanfare, it is mos; unlikely that MIRO would look kindly
on any aselstance to RAY, especially since he feels he has a rather firm
Promise from the President to deal only through MIRO, -

5. .RAY, upon arrival in Waah’lngto’n; will presumably take his plan (atong
with BETANCOURT) directly to Mr, Coodwin and I would alaso presuma that
Goodwin will »a3s It down to Tracy and Tracy 20 ua, Ray DuBois, who has
been Manolo’s cane officer, is standing Ly in the evens he should be needed.

~ & lpersonally feal very strongly that we should do nothing to support the ,
plan, whatever. it is, 'unii} we have recetved from the"W"Hii'e"Hoan'and the i
Department clear-cut, ungqmvocal policy guidance on the overall plan. I also
fzel that now is the time, if wo are £91ng 1o support the MRD unilataerally, to
. ut out into the operation. I would recommend that con-

sideration be given to uaing My, Harry Pleper (a ¥ AVE contract: emiployee)

on this job. Harry {a tempermentally suited, has a good business head, {s

fluent in Spanish (lived .8 years in Cuba), is cloared. followa directions,

" .completely honest and uémendoualy conscientious, It would be harder to -

find a better person.
; A Also, 1 would l,Uéerto point out the security riske {nherent in any arranga-

mente with thé.RAY'-BETANCOURT-_CISNEROS trio. Thcse fellows have had .
easy access to the White House and to the Department, ‘are notorlous for their
‘plansed leaks ', will probably presuma ail the Department officials they deal
with are privy to the arrangement, and before wa . know it the whole exile
community will be well aware that we are providing financial and material

. support to the RAY group. Iam not argulng agalnst providing such support,
but am mieraly polnting out the real potential for mn_barrnsu'm'evm to ua if the
matter is not handled with the greatest of precautions, I feel they have becorne
{00 closely ideatified with U, S, -officialdom,. includinz myaelf. and thae ihe

" piausible denial aspects, to date at-least, are almout non-existent, - N
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